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and each officer was furnished with a list of his men and the men
acknowledged their officers.
On Ash Wednesday, which deponent believes fell on the eighteenth
of last February in this current year, at about noon, at sea or about
to enter this city's harbour, sails were sighted which deponent
thought were twenty-three in number, large ships and small: and
immediately, because of the advices which had been received, it was
deduced that this was the enemy. The people of ihe city forthwith
took up their arms and went out upon the beach, each company
under its captain, and it was understood that the enemy entered the
port and anchored. As this fleet was passing to enter the port, from
the work which is near the Shrine two shots were fired at a ship
which was near shore, but apparently did no damage.
Deponent understood that fp. 70) Alonso Bravo and his company
were to await the enemy at the place called Canapote, where the
captain had been working to build a trench. He had told deponent
he was to take up his position there because the governor had so
ordered. It happened that as the people marched along the beach,
the enemy in sight, it was ordered that the vanguard should march
as rearguard, the troops merely turning right about face as they stood,
and Captain Alonso Bravo passed between the line from the van to
the rear, and so they marched toward the Caleta and remained there
all that afternoon and that night until in the third watch order
came for them to go into the trench, and so it fell to Captain Alonso
Bravo and his company to hold the end toward the sea where the
work was not entirely closed up. They took some old wine butts
which were there, at hand, and scooped up sand to fill them, and
deponent fancied the sand ran out again, so warped were these
hogsheads by the sun.
In the third watch, about half an hour before daybreak, it was
reported that the enemy was advancing to attack in that quarter,
for it appeared that he had landed that night at Hicacos Point,
some three-quarters of a league from this city, without encountering
any resistance. The English marched down the beach and so came
near to the place where Captain Alonso Bravo was. When they were
perceived by the galleys, which lay a little further up, a piece of
artillery was fired on them and in the glare deponent saw a company
which seemed to him to be English, (p. 71) with a flag. Many of
these men carried pikes and others carried halberds. The word went
around to lay match to serpentine and so, forthwith, both from the
galleys and also from the position which ours held, as deponent has
stated, fire was opened on the enemy, which fire he returned. Every
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